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DAM EAST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION ARCHITECTURAL 
CONTROL RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
In December 1970 the developer of the Dam East Homeowners Association 
recorded a Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions. That Declaration provides 
for the preservation of the values and amenities in the community and for the 
maintenance of parks, playgrounds, open spaces and other common Facilities. That 
document sets forth restrictions, easements, charges and liens, which are for the 
benefit of the community and each property owner in the community. 
 
While the Declaration represents the Associations primary governing document 
and provides in general for the manner in which the Dam East Homeowners 
Association is entrusted with the responsibility for implementing and enforcing 
their provisions it is clear that it does not address and cannot deal with every 
situation. Rather, the Declaration describes a general framework for the 
administration and control of properties within the Dam East. 
 
The Declaration provides general guidance as to how Architectural Control and 
standards will be administered and vests responsibility for the administration and 
enforcement of such matters to the Board of Directors of the Association. The 
Board strives to achieve standards pursuant to which all Association members will 
be better able to own, maintain and enjoy their properties and promulgates 
administration of these Rules and Regulations to the Architectural Control 
Committee. 
 
The Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions provides, in part, that any 

improvements, construction, landscaping or alterations on lands within the 

Properties, including but not limited to, accessory building, tennis court, 

swimming pool, flag pole, fence, wall, house numbers, mail boxes, exterior 

lighting, repainting to the exterior of a structure, driveways or landscaping, must 

receive the written approval of the Architectural Control Committee. 
 
The information enclosed is not the Covenants, but only a summary of some points 
that are found within the Covenants. This is not meant to revise, or in any way 

amend the existing governing documents of the Dam East Homeowners 

Association, but is only meant to be a guide, further explanation and a summary 

of those covenants. 

 

Architectural Control Committee 
 
The Architectural Control Committee (ACC) shall be composed of three or more 
representatives appointed by the Board of Directors of the Association. This 
Committee shall exercise its best judgment to see that all improvements, 
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construction, landscaping and alterations on lands within the Properties conform to 
and harmonize with existing surrounding structures and meet health and welfare 
standards for the community. 
 
Improvement Procedures 
 
1. ACC Committee Membership and Meeting Times: 

 
ACC members are selected to represent the Dam East neighborhood. The 
term of office is until resignation or dismissal by the Board of Directors. 
Volunteers are welcome, and any homeowner interested in serving should 
submit his/her name and a brief summary of qualifications to the Board of 
Directors. 
 
The committee meets at the Dam East Clubhouse generally on a monthly 
basis (currently on the third Monday of every month at 6:30pm, but 

subject to change. See the Dam East Wind publication for any changes in 

date or time.) 
 

When you plan any changes, additions, or painting for your home, please 
contact the Management Company and/or attend an ACC meeting for an 
application and to receive approval. 
 

2. Covenants and Restrictions: 
 

The Covenants and Restrictions were provided to you when you purchased 
your home and set out the underlying rules which guide the Architectural 
Control Committee (ACC). Extra copies of both the Covenants and Bylaws 
are available at the offices of our Management Company. Over the years, 
our community has developed its own character by establishing acceptable 
paint colors and schemes, acceptable fencing standards and landscaping 
criteria. These standards reflect the current clarifications of restrictions and 
amendments established by the Board. The ACC attempts to be consistent in 
its approvals, considering not only the standards, but also the overall effects 
of the proposal on the appearance and quality of the immediate 
neighborhood and the Dam East as a whole. A request will not be approved 

solely because “it was allowed elsewhere in the Dam East.” 

 

3. How and When to Submit an Application Form: 
 

Please submit your application early enough to allow the ACC adequate time 
to review your request. The ACC shall approve or disapprove all plans and 
requests within thirty (30) days of submission. If the committee takes no 
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action within those thirty (30) days, the submission will be deemed granted. 
Plan your projects accordingly. 

 
A written request is required whenever you plan to make any change to the 
exterior appearance of your home or yard. In general, minor alterations and 
repairs (less than $100) would not require approval unless they significantly 
alter appearance. If there is any doubt, please seek approval. Projects 
requiring approval are those, which are visible to the public from street or 
common areas, and include but are not limited to: 

a. painting or repainting 
b. remodeling, extending, adding or in any way changing the exterior 
appearance of your home or yard 
c. landscaping, including changes to tress, shrubs, lawn, ground cover, 
walks, driveways, fence, decks/terraces 

 
A paint request requires only paint chips and the information requested on 
the ACC application form. Other changes require more information, 
including appropriate plans and details. Management can assist you with the 
approval process. Each ACC application approval is valid for 90 days. If the 
project is not completed within this time, a new submission will be 
necessary. Application forms are available from the Management Company 
or the ACC. 
 

** If a project is commenced without prior written approval from the Dam 
East ACC an owner may be assessed an automatic $100 fine for non-
compliance, so please get you projects approved.  
 

Non-Liability 
 
The ACC shall not be liable to any person submitting requests for approval or to 
any Owner within the Properties by reason of any action, failure to act, approval, 
disapproval, or failure to approve or disapprove with regard to such request. 
 
Construction and Exterior Improvements 
 
No structure, whether residence, accessory building, tennis court, swimming pool, 
antennae (on a structure or Lot), flag poles, fences, walls, house numbers, 
mailboxes, exterior lighting or other improvements, shall be constructed or 
maintained upon any Lot and no alteration or repainting to the exterior of a 
structure shall be made and no landscaping performed unless complete plans, 
specifications, and lot plans showing the exterior design, height, building material 
and color scheme thereof, the location of the structure plotted horizontally and 
vertically, the location and size of driveways, the general plan of landscaping, 



 5

fencing, walls and windbreaks, and the grading plan shall have been submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Architectural Control Committee, and a copy of 
such plans specifications, and lot plans as finally approved deposited with the 
ACC. 
 
The ACC has established many standards that are available to you either at the 
management offices or in the clubhouse. These standards include many items, 
which have been pre-approved. 
 
ACC Forms 
 
The ACC requires that you fill out and mail one of the available ACC Forms to the 
ACC via the Management Company or bring your form to a regularly scheduled 
ACC meeting, stating the improvement desired item you will be completing so that 
the Association can keep their records updated. 
 
Forms are available on our web site www.thedameast.org, from the Management 
office, or from an ACC member. 
 
Additions and Extensions 
 
Owners should understand that there are additional requirements to certain projects 
imposed by the City of Aurora and its Building Code. The ACC strongly 
recommends that homeowners planning an extension or addition to their home first 
take the following course of action to determine whether their project will meet 
with the City Building Code and ACC guidelines. 
 

1. Consult with Aurora Planning Office to determine whether an addition 
meets Aurora City Code or will encroach on property lines. 
 
2. Have a preliminary meeting with ACC to go over initial plans to 
ensure they meet ACC guidelines. This preliminary approval would be 
submitted with an architect's blueprint for final approval to the ACC. 
 
3. Prior to actual construction, a copy of the Aurora City Building Permit 
must be submitted to the ACC for any construction requiring a permit. 
 

Common Scheme Restrictions 
 

1. Addresses on House (Aurora City Code) - All homes must display house 

numbers in a size suitable to be seen from the street, but no less than 4 

inches in height and no larger than 6 inches in height. Color should match 
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existing house colors or match existing hardware. House numbers painted on 
the sidewalks or steps in the front of a home are not approved. 

 
2. Alternative Energy Devices - Public policy encourages the utilization of 
alternative, renewable energy sources. Our guidelines are intended to 
minimize adverse impacts on the appearance of your neighborhood. Solar 
panel installations must accommodate specific energy needs, and must be 
mounted to fit house design, orientation of the house, tree locations, etc. 
When you are preparing designs for approval, consider not only the 
technical aspects but also the effect of your installation on the immediate 
neighborhood appearance. Exposed pipe and ductwork should be avoided or 
minimized. Consider the aesthetic advantages of framed enclosures to 
compliment the architecture of your home. 
 
3. Animals & Poultry - No animals may be kept on any residential lands 
within Dam East except ordinary household pets belonging to the household. 
Barnyard animals including, but not limited to, chickens, roosters, turkeys, 
pigs, goats, sheep, horses, and cows are prohibited.  

 
4. Antenna – DSS Satellite dishes are permitted but no larger than 26” in 
diameter and must be mounted in as inconspicuous location as possible. 
Preferred mounting is in the rear of home. If the dish is visible from the 
street, it should be painted to match the home. UHF/VHF TV antennas may 
be installed in the attic or in the back yard provided they are completely out 
of sight from streets and common areas. 

 
5. Building Materials - No building material of any kind or character shall 
be placed on any lot except in connection with construction approved as 
hereinafter provided. As soon as building materials are placed on any lot in 
such connection, construction shall be promptly commenced and diligently 
prosecuted. 

 
6. Clothes Lines, Drying Yards, and Service Yards – According to HB08-
1270, clotheslines, drying yards, and service yards are acceptable, but only 
in the backyard in an area not visible from the street or any common areas. 

 
7. Central Air Conditioning/Evaporated Coolers – This equipment may 
be mounted on the roof or sidewalls, but should be as inconspicuous as 
possible to the public from the street. Equipment is approved mounted to the 
rear of the home or roof. Mounting on the side of the home will only be 
approved if unable to accommodate mounting at the rear of the home. 
Enclosures must be painted roof color if mounted on roof or wall field color 
if mounted on the wall. In both cases, avoid exposed ducting and piping. 
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Standard window air conditioning units are approved only if not visible from 
the street or common areas. 

 
8. Color Selection – Current approved paint colors will be in the only colors 
approved by the ACC. Original colors may not be approved. Color selection 
should begin with prime consideration being given to the brick color and 
secondarily to the roof color. After receiving an approved color chart from 
the management or ACC, decide whether the colors will complement or 
accentuate the brick color. In general, any complimentary colors will be 
approved from the selection of approved colors but accent field and trim 
colors will only be approved if the brick/paint color can work together.  
 
Consideration of roof color is also important. Colored composition roofing 
will dictate additional consideration when considering colors. 

 
Consideration is given to the color combination of adjacent homes. In                              
general, color combinations identical to adjacent homes will not be 
approved. 

 
Front doors may be painted in one approved accent color (not a two-tone 
door) or, may be painted the field or trim color. Natural wood stain is also 
acceptable. 

 
Although the approved paint colors are supplied by one paint manufacturer, 
any other paint manufacturer can match the approved colors. Approved 
colors may be approved by submission of another manufacturer's paint color 
referenced to an existing approved Dam East color. 

 
Minor maintenance touch-up of exterior surfaces may be required between 
repainting projects due to the effects of weather. Minor maintenance does 
not require the written approval of the ACC, provided this work does not 
constitute the complete repainting of the field or trim and the homeowner is 
able to match the existing color. A spotted or patched appearance will not be 
acceptable and homeowner may be required to implement a more extensive 
project requiring approval from the ACC.  
 
It is very difficult to precisely define the limits of a minor maintenance 
project; i.e. at what point it becomes a repainting project. The objective is 
for all homeowners to keep their home in good repair; however, it is beyond 
a minor maintenance project to completely repaint your trim or field color 
without prior approval. 
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9. Deck / Porch - Decks and porches visible from the street or common 
areas require ACC approval and should blend with the architecture of the 
existing home. Covered or enclosed structures should be stained or painted 
to match the existing house field or trim color. Exposed deck/porch surfaces 
may be painted/stained or left in a natural wood color. 
 
10. Easement - Under the Covenants of the Dam East Homeowners 
Association a three (3) foot easement exists from the adjoining lot line for 
the purpose of construction, reconstruction and maintenance of said exterior 
wall of a residence. The owner of any lot subject to this easement shall not 
erect or build any structure upon or over said easement, which will interfere 
with the purpose of, said easement.  Please refer to the recorded maps for 
further clarification. 
 
11. Fencing - All fences must be sound and maintained in good structural 
condition. Perimeter fencing must be maintained in good structural condition 
matching the original design of the fence. The ACC recognizes that the Yale 
and Peoria perimeter fences are of different designs; therefore, any repair or 
replacement must match the ACC requirements. Only one basic fence type is 
approved for use in the Dam East (non-perimeter fencing). 
a. Fencing / Vertical Board Cedar - This type of fencing is used for property 
line (back and side yard) fencing. Fences over 6' in height may be approved 
only under special circumstances. Vertical fence boards may be 3" in width 
and may not be spaced. Cedar wood boards have been and should continue 
to be used for fencing. All cedar picket boards must be #1 grade cedar 6' 
boards. Fences may be waterproofed with approval of ACC. Only clear 
cedar tone will be approved. Plastic fence materials are not approved by the 
ACC for use in the Dam East because suitable material designs do not 
adequately match our current fence appearance. 

 
12. Front of Home/Appearance - All homes must maintain a neat and 
uncluttered appearance to the front of their homes. Seasonal planters/pots 
must be removed and stored in winter. Aesthetic appearance will be 
determined by the ACC to maintain the impact on the neighborhood. 
 
13. Garage Doors - Steel sectional overhead 4 or 8 panel garage doors are 
approved. You must paint to match the field, but trim color may be used if 
approved by the ACC.  The brand is not important. Wood on doors must 
match architectural style of the house and requires ACC review. 
 
14. Garbage Cans / Wood Piles and Other Storage (Aurora City Code) 
These items should never be in full view of the street or common areas and 
should not create a nuisance to neighbors unless normal trash pick-up will 
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occur within 24 hours. These items should be stored in garages, behind 
adequate fencing or approved storage sheds after trash pick-up. 

 
15. Gutters and Downspouts - Plastic, steel or aluminum gutters and 
downspouts of traditional or contemporary design must be painted to match 
the trim color of the house and must be approved. 
 
16. Holiday lights – All holiday/seasonal lights must be removed within 
(30) thirty days of the holiday. 

 
17. Lawn / Ground Cover - Lawn areas should be adequately watered 
during the growing season to maintain a green lawn area.  Periodic 
fertilization and aeration help to maintain lawns with minimum watering 
especially during extended periods of hot weather. Lawns should be 
maintained at no more that 4" in height.  Groundcover areas around trees and 
shrubs should be maintained in a weed free manner. Recommended ground 
covers such as bark, wood chips or various size river rock or pea gravel help 
to control weeds and minimize watering. White or colored aggregates are 
not approved because they detract from the natural earth tone color of the 
landscape. Grass / weeds outside perimeter fence extending to the sidewalks 
must also be maintained / cut by the homeowner. 

 
*** Refer to Landscape Procedures for Xeriscape Planning Policy  

 
18. Light Fixtures - All house mounted light fixtures will be of brass, black, 
bronze, or white finish to match existing hardware detail on the house. 
Security and or auxiliary lighting may be installed and shall be either 
indirect, or of such controlled focus and intensity as not to disturb residents 
of adjacent property.  Pursuant to HB 08-1270, fluorescent light bulbs are 
acceptable. 

 
19. Mailboxes - The Postal Service has its own standards for an acceptable 
mailbox container. Our guidelines require that the mailbox is kept in good 
repair and painted either a glossy black, the approved trim color of the house 
or a natural wood.  Galvanized or aluminum containers must be painted. 
Mailbox posts should be limited to wood or metal posts. 4"x 4" redwood, 
cedar or pressure treated timber should be used for posts or a minimum 2" 
steel post. Either post should be anchored in concrete. No plastic mailboxes. 

 
20. Painting & Exterior Maintenance - The arid climate, changes in 
temperature, and intense sun of Colorado cause severe weathering and the 
field and trim usually need repainting at three to five year intervals. Effects 
of weathering are usually more severe on the south side where sun exposure 
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is greatest.  Chalking, variations in color, peeling or chipping are signs that 
repainting is due. Dark trim colors seem to weather more rapidly, so light 
colors are recommended for longer life. The ACC will determine whether a 
home or accessory structure is in need of painting.  Wood shutters need 
particular attention and may need periodic major repair or replacement. 
When painting shutters, be sure to prime and paint both sides for thorough 
coverage and weatherproofing. 

 
21. Recreational Vehicles, Boats, Trailers, Campers, Trucks, Pickups or 
Commercial Vehicles. These vehicles shall not be parked and maintained in 
any area within the Dam East. This restriction shall not restrict trucks or 
commercial vehicles within the Dam East, which are necessary for the 
construction of residential dwellings or maintenance of the common areas. 

 
Recreation Vehicles (SUV's) or pickup trucks which are in daily use as 
primary vehicles or those used exclusively for personal transportation of 
the owner or lessee, or their family members, but not for any commercial 
or business purposes, are not covered under these restrictions. 
 
Motor Homes & Similar Vehicles - Residents may not permanently park 
or store these vehicles in Dam East. Rules approved by the Board are 
intended to eliminate extended parking of such vehicles in the Dam East 
without restricting reasonable use by the homeowner. 

 
Overnight parking during transfer to and from storage is acceptable. City 
Ordinance prohibits parking RV's, boats, campers, etc., on local streets. 
Residents and visiting guests may park a recreational vehicle in the 
homeowner's driveway for a period not to exceed 72 hours. Utility 
hookups are not permitted.  Maintenance or repair of vehicles is restricted 
to minor work. No major maintenance is to be visible from the street or 
common areas. Persons are not allowed to reside in any recreational 
vehicle when parked. 

 
22. Roofing- Dimensional shingles, fiberglass or architectural style shingles, 
which simulate the appearance of wood shingles, are acceptable. Approved 
colors: neutral browns, toast and gray colors. Not approved: reds, blues, and 
greens.  

 
23. Sidewalks / Driveways - Concrete sidewalks and driveways are standard 
and are approved for replacement as per original installation. No additional 
area may be paved without ACC review.  All surfaces shall be maintained 

free of weeds, dirt, trash and debris. Only 40% of the front yard can be a 

parking or driveway surface. (Aurora City Code). 
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24. Signs - Only signs advertising the sale or rental of a lot shall be allowed 
in the Dam East.  Only one sign advertising the sale or rental of a property is 
allowed and shall be displayed in the front yard of the property.  No banners, 
pennants, or flags will be allowed to accompany the sign.  No signs of any 
nature shall be exhibited on exterior fences of the common properties or 
perimeter streets. No contractor signs are allowed except when work is being 
done. Sign must be removed with in 24 hours after work is commenced.  
 
(a) An exception to the general rule shall be made for signs advertising any 
political candidate or election issue, as set forth in C.R.S. 38-33.3-106.5, 
under the following circumstances: 

(i) A homeowner may display only one sign per candidate or issue.  Only 
signs recommending a position on specific candidates or a specific 
ballot initiative item may be displayed. 

(ii) Signs may only be displayed during the period beginning 45 days 
before the election and ending 7 days after the election. 

(iii) Each sign is limited in size to 36 inches by 48 inches. 
 
Signs may be placed in any window of the homeowner’s house, or in the 
front yard of the property.  Signs may not be placed in the common area or 
attached to any surface or area that is owned and/or maintained by the 
Association.   
 

 25. Sheds- 
1. All sheds must be approved by the ACC.  
2. All sheds limited to 6 feet in height.  
3. Sheds are to be constructed of wood.  
4. Sheds are to be painted to match house body trim colors and are to 

roof to match the house.  
5. Sheds are limited in size to 8 x 10 width and depth. 
6. Sheds are not to be attached to the fence.  
7. Sheds are not to be erected over utility easement and not within 3 

feet of a zero lot line access easement.   
 

26. Sporting Equipment - Sporting equipment is not considered to be a 
desirable architectural attribute of a home so it should blend or be 
inconspicuous in its presence. Basketball goals mounted to the house or 
garage should be painted to match the trim or field color of the house. Game 
equipment should not be left in front yards for a period longer than 24 hours. 
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27. Trash - No garbage, refuse, rubbish, or cuttings shall be deposited on 
any street or common areas and not on any lot unless placed in a suitable 
container, properly located. 
 
28. Used Structures - No used or previously erected or temporary house, 
storage shed, structure, house trailer, or non-permanent outbuilding shall 
ever be placed, erected or allowed to remain on any lot within the Dam East 
except during construction. 

 
29. Vehicles (Aurora City Code) – Any vehicle that is apparently 
inoperable, partially or totally dismantled, or is wrecked or damaged to the 

extent that it would be unlawful to operate it on public streets may not be 

stored outside on any public or private property. Motor vehicles must be 

currently registered and display a valid license plate. It is unlawful to 
conduct major auto repair outside on private property. No vehicles can be 
stored and/or covered in driveways. 

 
30. Weeds - Landscaped areas in full view from the street or common areas 
should be kept weed free at all times. Weeds outside rear and side fences to 
curb must be removed. 

 
31. Windows - Casement replacement or additional windows should match 
existing windows if not all windows are being replaced. Vinyl clad windows 
in white or ivory may generally be used on homes with light trim colors. 
Vinyl clad brown/bronze windows should be used on homes with dark field 
and trim colors in the brown/beige/toast family of colors. Wood windows 
should be painted to match the existing color scheme. Shiny, bright, 
aluminum will not be approved. 
 
Maintenance Requirements 
 
The ACC will follow those maintenance provisions outlined in the 
Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions for the Dam East Homeowners 
Association. Article IX of those Declarations provides, in part, that failure to 
properly maintain your home may result in the Association taking action to 
correct the problem. The ACC will determine, by inspection, if 
unsightliness or lack of proper maintenance is present. 
 
Fences are considered property of the sole owner of each property or shared 
ownership of adjacent properties. This includes fences facing common 
properties and/or city properties. 
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The ACC may, at its option, after giving thirty (30) days written notice 
is sent to the owner or absentee owner's last known address, have the grass, 
weeds, and vegetation cut when, and as often as the same is necessary, in its 
judgment, and have dead trees, shrubs, and plants removed from any lot. 
 
Upon the owner's failure to maintain the exterior of any structure in good 
repair and appearance the ACC may, at its option, after giving the owner 
six (6) months written notice, make repairs and improve the appearance in 
a reasonable workmanlike manner. 

 
In addition to the remedies outlined above, the Association may take legal 
action if corrective action is not taken by the owner, after being given 
written notice of the maintenance problem stated above. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 

1. Failure by the Association, the Architectural Control Committee or 
any person to enforce any provision of these Guidelines due to 
non-submittal of the ACC Form for approval shall in no event be 
deemed to be a waiver of the right to do so thereafter. 

 
2. The provisions of these Guidelines shall be deemed to be 

independent and severable, and the invalidity of any one or more 
of the provisions hereof, or any portion thereof, by judgment or 
decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, shall in no way 
affect the validity, or enforceability, of the remaining provisions, 
which shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
3. The captions to sections are inserted herein only as a matter of 

convenience and reference, and are in no way to be construed so as 
to define, limit, or otherwise describe the scope of the Guidelines 
or intent of any provision hereof. 

 
These Guidelines have been summarized for each homeowner for easy 
reference. Please keep a copy of this accessible for future use. If there are 
any questions regarding any area summarized, you may go to the Dam East 
Management Office and ask for and receive a copy of the Covenants and 
By-laws of the Association.  

 
Enforcement Policies and Procedures  

 
The Association encourages the neighborly approach first to communicate 
with another resident with regard to an alleged violation of the Declaration 
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of Covenants and Restrictions of the Dam East, Architectural Control's 
Community Guidelines –Rules and Regulations, Community By-laws or 
Articles of Incorporation ("Documents").  Refer to Association’s 
Enforcement Policy for more information at www.thedameast.org. 
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